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Adam Michnik se narodil dne 17. fijna 1946 ve VarSavé. Prakticky jiz od stfedni Skoly se zacal vefejné angazovat
v rdznych neformalnich diskusnich klubech. V roce 1964 nastoupil na VarSavskou univerzitu ke studiu historie. O
rok pozdéji byl v8ak z politickych divodl poprvé podmine¢né vylou¢en ze studia. V roce 1968 byl pak odsouzen k
nepodminénému trestu odnéti svobody na tfi roky za G¢ast na bfeznovych demonstracich polskych studentl. Nasledné
byl sice roku 1969 na amnestii propustén, pokraCovat ve studiu v8ak mohl teprve v roce 1970, a to na Université Adama
Mickiewicze v Poznani, kde také studium uspésSné dokoncil. Nasledné mu ovSem nebylo umoznéno zcela pfirozené
pusobit v akademickém prostfedi. Dva roky pracoval jako svare¢. V letech 1976 — 1977 Zil v Pafizi, avSak vratil se do
Polska a zacal se naplno angazovat v opozi¢nim hnuti. Podilel se na zaloZeni a €innosti Komitetu Obrony Robotnikéw
— Rada obrany délnikd. Stal se postupné skute¢nym symbolem angazujiciho se intelektuala, ktery pojmenovava
a systematricky kriticky nahlizi problémy spole¢nosti. Od roku 1977 az do roku 1989 vydaval nebo spoluvydaval
samizdatova periodika jako byly ,Zapis®, ,Krytyka“ a ,Biuletyn Informacyjny“. Po vyhlaseni vyjime€ného stavu v prosinci
1981 byl zat€en a internovan. Na svobodu propustén teprve v roce 1984. V letech 1985-1986 byl ovSem znovu véznén
za organizovani stavky v gdanskych lodénicich (tehdy byl odsouzen na tfi roky a nakonec propustén pfedcasné na
amnestii). Celkem ve vézeni stravil Sest let svého Zivota. Od roku 1988 pusobil také jako poradce Lecha Walesy. V
zlomovém roce 1989 se podilel na jednanich u kulatého stolu s pfedstaviteli komunistické moci a v prvnich svobodnych
volbach byl zvolen poslancem, pfi€emz tento mandat vykonaval po dva roky. Jiz poCatkem 90. let totiz opustil aktivni
politiku a od té doby se vénuje pouze Zurnalistice. Po roce 1989 byl také Séfredaktor prvniho nezavislého polského
deniku Gazeta wyborcza. Adam Michnik je autorem mnoha monografii, systematicky se vénuje nejen polskym dé&jinam,
ale také stfedoevropskému prostoru, jeho charakteru, jedineénosti a zlomim zejména v poslednich dvou stoletich.
Za vSechny jeho préaci pfipomefime jen publikace jako je prace ,Cirkeyv, levice, dialog, vydana v PafizZi v roce 1977 &i
dilo Takova doba ... Co se ty€e kompromisu, vydané v roce 1985 v Londyné. S Univerzitou Karlovou spolupracoval
v poslednich letech pfedev&im na koncep&nim smérovani novych stfedoevropskych studii na Ustavu slavistickych a
vychodoevropskych studii a na padé Filozofické fakulty také prednasel.

Adam Michnik je mimo jiné drzitelem doktoratu honoris causa z University of Minnesota, University of Michigan,
University Vytautase Velikého v Kaunasu ¢i Lublafiské univerzity. V roce 1986 mu byla francouzskym Pen Clubem
udélena Cena svobody. Jeho stfedoevropsky presah potvrdilo také madarské vyznamenani z rukou madarského
presidenta Arpad Goencze z dubna 1998 a v fijnu 2001 jej jako Séfredaktora listu Gazeta Wyborcza ocenila Spolkova
republika Némecko, kdyZ mu jeji president Johannes Rau udélil Zasluzny kfiz. O dva roky pozdéji byl v zafi 2003
vyznamenan francouzskou vladou rytitskym stupném fadu Cestné legie. V témZe roce mu byl v Ceské republice
propujéen Rad Tomase Garrigua Masaryka Ill. tFidy.

Adam Michnik je mimoradnou intelektualni osobnosti celoevropského vyznamu. Zarover prokazal mimofadnou odvahu
a schopnost neuhybat soukoli totality. Oteviené a kriticky nahlizi stav spole¢nosti, a to jak pfed rokem 1989, tak i v
poslednich dvaceti letech. Svym dilem je pfitom pfirozené spjat jak s prostfedim akademické puidy, tak i vefejného
prostoru. Je pfikladem intelektuala, ktery nezlistava ve svém nahledu na problémy svéta uzavien ve zdech univerzity,
ale dokaze jasné a oteviené promluvit.



Adam Michnik was born on 17 October 1946 in Warsaw. He became involved in public informal debate clubs practically
from the secondary school level. In 1964, he started studying history at Warsaw University. However, one year later,
he was first conditionally expelled from study for political reasons. Then, in 1968, he was sentenced to three years
in prison for his involvement in the March demonstrations by Polish students. Subsequently, in 1969, he was granted
amnesty, but could continue his studies only in 1970 at the University of Adam Mickiewicz in Poznan, where he also
successfully graduated. He was then naturally not permitted to continue his academic work. He worked for two years as
a welder. He lived in Paris in 1976-1977, but then returned to Poland and became a full-time activist in the opposition
movement. He was involved in the founding and subsequent activities of the Workers’ Defence Committee (Komitet
Obrony Robotnikéw). He gradually became a real symbol of an involved intellectual, who defined and systematically
critically examined social problems. Between 1977 and 1989, he published or co-published censored periodicals, such
as "Zapis", "Krytyka" and " Biuletyn Informacyjny ". After declaration of a state of emergency in December 1981, he was
arrested and interned. He was released only in 1984. However, in 1985-1986, he was re-imprisoned for organization of
a strike at the Gdansk Docks (he was originally imprisoned for three years but was finally released earlier on amnesty).
Overall, he spent six years of his life in prison. He worked as adviser to Lech Walesa from 1988. In the turnabout year of
1989, he was involved in the round table negotiations with the Communist leaders; he was elected to Parliament in the
first free elections and became a parliamentary deputy for two years. At the beginning of the 90s, he left active politics and
has since then devoted himself solely to journalism. After 1989, he was also the Editor-in-Chief of the first independent
Polish daily "Gazeta Wyborcza". Adam Michnik is the author of many monographs and has systematically devoted
himself, not only to Polish history, but also to the Central European area, its character, uniqueness and milestones,
especially over in the last two centuries. Of his great many works, | will mention only publications such as "The Church
and the Left”, published in Paris in 1977 or "Such Other Times: Concerning Compromise", published in 1985 in London.
He recently collaborated with Charles University, mainly on the conceptual direction of new Central European Studies
in the Institute of Slavonic and Eastern European Studies and he has also given lectures at the Faculty of Arts.

Adam Michnik was also awarded honorary doctorates from the University of Minnesota, University of Michigan, Vytautas
Magnus University in Kaunas and the University of Ljubljana. In 1986, the French PEN Club awarded him the Freedom
Prize. His transcendence of Central Europe was also confirmed by the Hungarian decoration that was endowed upon
him by His Excellency Dr. Arpad Goncz, President of the Republic of Hungary in April 1998; in October 2001, as editor-
in-chief of the Gazeta Wyborcza newspaper, he was awarded the Cross of Merit by His Excellency Mr. Johannes Rau,
President of the Federal Republic of Germany. Two years later, in September 2003, he was named Knight of the French
Legion of Honour by the French Government. In the same year, he was awarded the Order of Toma$ Garrigue Masaryk,
Class lll, in the Czech Republic.
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Adam Michnik is an extraordinary intellectual personage of European significance. He has simultaneously exhibited
extraordinary courage and an ability to withstand the machinery of totalitarianism. He has openly and critically examined
social conditions, both before 1989 and also in the last twenty years. At the same time, his works naturally link him to
the academic environment as well as public life. He is an example of an intellectual who, in his view of global problems,
does not remain sequestered within the walls of a university, but is capable of clearly and openly speaking out.



